Centre for Social Scientific Research, Education and Information – The FBI Centre

Institut für gesellschaftswissenschaftliche Forschung, Bildung und Information - Institut FBI.

Innsbruck, Austria
The "FBI-Centre", Centre for Social-Scientific Research, Education and Information, Innsbruck, Austria, is a non- university based Science Shop
 and an independent research institute. The FBI-Centre (former Science Shop Innsbruck) started at the department of education at the University of Innsbruck in the late 80ies. As an independent Non-profit organisation (NGO) with links to the university it is accessible to NGOs, grass route groups, citizen groups... for knowledge transfer since 1991. The FBI-Centre lives on publicly and privately funded projects.

The FBI Centre is a member of the International Network of Science Shops with partner organisations in (just to name a few) Australia, Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, Romania, Spain, the UK, North America, Israel and South Africa.

The main objective of the FBI Centre is to bridge the gap between science and the civil society in the sense of making advanced knowledge accessible, understandable and applicable for a broad public. It serves as a link between knowledge producing systems (academia) and society, between scientific knowledge and experiential knowledge and between theory and practice, on issues related to research, society and culture with a special focus on young people (gender sensitive education for young boys and girls; mentoring for young people to ease their integration into the labour market, young people with migrant background), women (gender studies, female studies) and gender related issues, and knowledge transfer and participative methods (scenario workshop). The FBI Centre takes up socially relevant issues and is charged with knowledge transfer between science and the public at large, supporting decision-making processes involving multi-lateral parties. For the last more then ten years the FBI Centre focuses on conducting own research projects, generated from requests received from citizen groups or generated within the FBI team. The FBI Centre developed a still growing commercial arm still based on general Science Shop principals. 

The Service offered 
• Planning, management and execution of research 

• Development of concepts and realisation of projects 

• Development of educational material and courses

• Organisation of seminars and workshops 

Personnel Resources

The personnel resources include three professional staff members (female researchers) plus occasionally an administrative assistant. All of the professional staff members are university graduates (two Ph.D.’s, one M.Sc.). The majority of projects is conducted by FBI Centre staff members. The FBI Centre staff works highly collaborative with an international network of colleagues - including, scientists, community activists, government officials, journalists, and other organisations.

Andrea Gnaiger 

Mag.a phil. (1965), Studied History and History of Art. Since 1992 she is a member of the scientific staff, and project coordinator, since 1996 Financial Manager. She focuses on knowledge transfer in theory and praxis, the interrelation between scientific knowledge and experiental knowledge, participatory methods and international co-operations. She has published and lectured on science shops and the scenario workshop method. She was mainly in charge for the EU projects on science Shops – TRAMS, INTERACTS; ISSNET and SCIPAS and the esf Project Join-in (integrating young migrants – 15-25 - into the labour market).

Gabriela Schroffenegger 

Mag.a Dr.in (1950), German Philology and History. Since 1992 she is a member of the scientific staff and since 1996 Managing Director of “The FBI Centre”. She is also a trained moderator and EASW (European Awareness Scenario Workshop) facilitator. She focuses on gender issues, gender mainstreaming in theory and praxis (esf projects MIDAS, AQUA, Bildungswegweiser and AMIGRA) and gender sensitive education of young boys. She has acquired extensive hands-on experience in organizing and conduction conferences, workshops and seminars.

Annemarie Schweighofer-Brauer

Mag.a, Dr.in (1965), Studied History and Political Science. Since 1997 she is a member of the scientific staff and project manager. She has an additional education in Themenzentrierter Interaktion (TZI). She is specialised in biographical interviews and focuses on femal and gender issues.  She is a published author.

Tom Schroffenegger

Mag. (1971), Psychologist and involved since 2008 in the project “The KeyShop- a new culture of learning”, experienced in gender training.

Sylvie Schroffenegger

(1978), Administrative Assistant since 2005.

Projects

Current  EU-projects (2009): 

* “Key Shop” (2007/08/09) - a new culture of learning –Grundtvig I- Multilateral project 

* „ESTIA-EARTH“ (2008/09/10/11), To Sustain the Women’s Careers as Academics, Researchers and Professionals in Engineering, Computers and Sciences – ERASMUS Network

*“ LANCES  (2008/09/10), Learning in Action for a New Citizenship Education System, 142137-LLP-1-2008-1-IT-GRUNDTVIG GMP
* „IMPROGE“ (2008/09/10), Improving Opportunities for Older People in Work and Community Activity - Winning the Generation Game, 84100360/k-KE, LL-Lernpartnerschaft

Current Projects on national and regional level (2009):

* Mentoring café – since 2007: A network supporting young people with migrant background to integrate into the society and the labour market – since 2007

* “Bubenarbeit”– gender sensitive education for young boys - since 1996 

A book on the topic summarizing 4 extensive reports got published this year – “Mein Vater war ein großer Schweiger”. (2009)

* “Plattform” – Research on young people with migrant background

* “Oroboros in FEM TECH“ (2009/10/11), FFG, Mentoring and Gender aspects in a local company

The FBI Centre was involved in the following EU projects:

* “Young people within an European knowledge-based society” (2008)
Young people from all European countries (27 panels) developed recommendations on the future of the knowledge based society in Europe, which were presented to the French government and the European commission. The FBI Centre was responsible to organize and train the panel of 10 young people representing Austria.

* TRAMS “Training and Mentoring of Science Shops  (2005/06/07/08)
In Cooperation with The Netherlands, Belgium, Great Britain, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Spain, Rumania, Turkey, Latvia, Iceland and Estonia (EC project number SAS6-CT-2005-013654)
* “Join- in” (2005/06/07) esf project 

Within this project we developed a mentoring concept on how to ease the integration of young people with migrant background into the labour market and to support their integration into the society in general. 

In the same project clearing and guidance tools for competence based vocational guidance with a specific focus on young people with migrant background were developed. 

* “Women as Founders” (2005 – 2007), esf project, Action 1 and Action 2 responsible for Gender Mainstreaming 

* “MIDAS” (2004/2005), esf project, Action 1 and Action 2 responsible for gender mainstreaming

* “ISSNET” (2003-2005) (International Science Shop Network) (IHP-RPA-01-1), RPA programme 

* “AQUA”  (2004) (esf project) Action 1 and Action 2 responsible for gender mainstreaming

* “The knowledge shop” (2003,2004,2005), Grundtvig II, G2-04-2-P-D-214 and G2-03-1-P-D-140 and G2-05-3-P-D-327

* “INTERACTS” (2002-2003), (Improving interactions between NGOs, Science Shops and Universities: Experiences and Expectations) (HPV1-CT-2001-60039), STRATA programme 
* “SCIPAS” (1999/2000/01) (HPV1-CT-1999-00001), Study and Conference on Improving Public Access to Science through Science Shops 

* “AMIGRA” (2004), (esf project) – responsible for gender mainstreaming

Selected Publications

* Schweighofer-Brauer A., Schroffenegger G.; Mein Vater war ein großer Schweiger, Erziehung und Jungenarbeit in gesellschaftlichen und historischen Bezügen; Studienverlag, Innsbruck-Wien-Bozen 2009

* Gnaiger A, Schoffenegger G., Tool-Kit Scenario Workshop, Innsbruck 2008

* Mentoring, Migration, Materialien; Interkulturelles Mentoring am Arbeitsmarkt; Hrg: Institut FBI, Innsbruck 2007 

* Schroffenegger G., Schweighofer A., Gnaiger A., Bubenarbeit in Österreich IV; Buben- und Burschenarbeit in Österreich IV, Buben- und Burschenarbeit für ausländischstämmige Jugendliche.  Wien: Republik Österreich, Bundesministerium für soziale Sicherheit und Generationen 2003

* Eigentlich lief alles nach Plan, bis…, Biographische Texte zu freien Wissenschaftlerinnen in Österreich, Hrg. Schweighofer- Brauer A., Schroffenegger G., Gnaiger A. and Fleischer E., Studien Verlag, Innsbruck 2002

* Schroffenegger G., Schweighofer A., Gnaiger A., Bubenarbeit in Österreich III; Debatte, Information, Diskurs. Wien: Republik Österreich, Bundesministerium für soziale Sicherheit und Generationen 2002

* Schroffenegger G., Schweighofer A., Gnaiger A., Bubenarbeit in Österreich II; Update 2000, Wien: Republik Österreich, Bundesministerium für soziale Sicherheit und Generationen 2001

* Schroffenegger G., Schweighofer A., Gnaiger A., Bubenarbeit in Österreich I; Hintergründe - Bestandsaufnahme, Einstieg in die Praxis, 2nd edn. Wien: Republik Österreich, Bundesministerium für soziale Sicherheit und Generationen 2000

* Editor and author of "Infoblatt" - a knowledge transfer journal with a focus on gender related topics, No. 1-39

* Schroffenegger G., Gnaiger A., Wissenschaftsladen, Wetenschapswinkel, Science shop, Boutique de Science, Eine Idee macht Schule, Wissenstransfer am Beispiel der Wissenschaftsläden; Hrg: Wissenschaftsladen Innsbruck 1997

* Reader zur Gemeinwesenarbeit; Hrg. Wissenschaftsladen Innsbruck 1996

The FBI-Centre

Technikerstrasse 36 and Schöpfstrasse 18, A-6020 Innsbruck, Austria

Tel. ++43 (0)650 2601472 and ++43 (0)699 11 073097

fbi@reflex.at
http://info.uibk.ac.at/fbi
� A Science Shop (is a unit that) provides independent participatory research support in response to concerns experienced by civil society. There are two basic models: a Science Shop as part of a University, or a Science Shop as an independent NGO.





